
KANNAGI 




ANCESTORS 
OF RAMA 

King Rama was special. He was handsome, brave, talented, wise 
and a devoted son and husband - in fact, he was the most perfect of 
all men. Born to wealth and power, this hero of the Ramayana was 
remarkably unspoiled by his good fortune. This is because finely 
distilled in him were the exceptional qualities of his forefathers - 
Dilipa's single-minded devotion, the warrior skills of Raghu, and the 
courage and righteousness of the handsome Aja. 
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RAM'S 6REAT-GRANDFATHER , THE. 
PIOUS PUPA OF VIE IKSHVAKU PACE, 
WAS RENOWNED FOP HIS VIRTUE. 

HIS WIFE SUPANSHJNA WAS PEVOTEP 
JO HIM AND HIS SUEJECTS LOVED 
HIM. VET HE WAS SAP — HE HAP 
NO CHILDREN. 


A FEW PAYS LATER 


| HAVE ^ 
/ ENTRUSTED THE 

KINGDOM TO OUR 

LOYAL /MINISTERS 
I A/A NOW FREE 
. TO VISIT THE a 
k SAGE. 


I SHALL CONSULT 
SAGE YASISHTHA 
HE MAY BE ABLE 
TO HELP US. . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 






V 

rv 


...MY QUEEN AND 
I ARE VERY UNHAPPY- 
WE YEARN FOR A SON- 

WHY ARE WE 
DEPRIVED 
THUS? 


3 ~ 


r 


r 




VASISHTHA CLOSED HIS EVES FOR: 
A MOMENT. THEN 

LONG,LONG AGO,WHEN 
GANGA FLOWED IN 
HEAVEN,AND YOU WERE 
ft A YOUNG PRINCE,.YOU 
1 x HAP GONE TO VISIT 
INPRA WITH 
SUPAKSHINA 

83 V YOUR 

CHERISHED 
BRIDE. 


HOME YOU- PASSED 5V SURABH !, THE DIVINE COM 


— J 
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YOU 14/ERE SO ENGROSSED IN YOUR YOUNG 6RIPE, HOWEVER, THAT YOU HARDLY NOTICED 
SURABHF SHE FELT SLIGHTED AND HER INTENDED BLESSING CAME FORTH AS A CURSE . * 

VAIN PRINCE,MAY YOU 
AND YOUR BRIDE NEVER 
HAVE ANY CHILDREN TILL 
YOU ATONE FOR NEGLEC- 
NG ME BY SERVING 
MY OFFSPRING.^ 

^■ 


I 





/ BUT THE DIN OF GANGA L 
' WAS SO LOUD THAT VOU I 
; DID NOT HEAR THE f 
' CURSE, AND DROVE ON. ? 


'HI!//:'-** 



AS THE WISE WILL \ 
TELL YOU, THOSE ' 
WHO SLIGHT THE 
WORTHY, ARE j 
THEMSELVES THE / 
LOSERS. / 



0 VENERABLE ONE, 

IT WAS AN UNINTENDED 

SLIGHT. HOW CAN 
I ATONE FOR IT ? 


LISTEN. ALONG WITH YOUR N 
WIFE, WAIT ON SURABHI’S DAUGHTER, 
NANPINI, WITH LOVE AND PEVOTION v 
PLEASED, NANPINI WILL BESTOW U 
ON YOU THE PRICELESS BOON '*■ 

YOU SEEK. 
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amar chitrakatha 

MOMENT, HANPINI BAME BY BNP STOOO_ 
NEAR THE SA6E. 


cm, Earn 

I W, * THE EVENING. WAIT 
TO WEECOME HER- YOU MUST 
flTTENP UPON HER PUR"" 




mie> /MAY YOU WIN 
NANDINI’5 GRACE ANP 
BECOME THE PROUP 
FATHER OF MIGHTY 
SONS. 


UfORE PAWN EACH PAY, SUPAKSHINA 




« 
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| FKDAt PAWN TO P05H, PIUPA WAfTLO 
\UPOH NANPINL. A5 SHE WALHLP ML 1 
FOLLOWLP MLR. 




WHILE 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 






AND DILI PA TURNED TO GAZE AT 
THE NATURAL SPLENDOUR OF THE 
SURROUNDINGS. SUDDENLY 


t' 


■v: 



6 


\BUT TO HIS AMAZEMENT, DILI PA FOUND 
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EVEN GREATER WAS HIS AMAZEMENT, WHEN THE LION 


0 KING, I HAVE CAST A SPELL ON 
7 OU. SHIVA HAS POSTED ME HERE 
TO GUARD THIS TREE, WHICH 
BOTH PARVATI AND HE LOVE J 
\ AS A SON. THE COW HAS Jk 
f\TRE5PAS5EP. 5HE J8 

MU5TPIE. 


r NO! I CANNOT 1 
LET V OU KILL MY 
GURU'S COW - 
KILL ME > 
V IN5TEAP. A 



HOW C/IN I P IT 15 THE 
COIN THAT HAS TRES¬ 
PASSED . you ONLY 
FOLLOWEP HER LIKE A 
V PE VOTE P SON. / 


ANP LIKE A x 
PEVOTEP SON I AM 
WILLING TO GIVE 
UP MV LIFE FOR 
v HERS- y 


f 
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BY PVING YOU WOULD BE SAVING 
ONLY OWE LIFE.BUT BY LIVING YOU 
COULD PROTECT MILLIONS.BESIPES, 
YOUR PEPENPANTS WOULD-dt L05T 
WITHOUT YOU - SO ^ 

PRESERVE YOUR 


VALUABLE LIFE ANP 
RETURN HOME. 






1H 



\ 


WOULD YOU BE ABLE 
TO FACE SHIVA IF HIS 
TREE WERE PESTROVED? 
HOW THEN CAN | BETRAY 
THE FAITH OF THE 
VENERABLE SAGE? 



/BUT WHAT ABOUT MV T 
'HONOUR ?| VALUE MV 
REPUTATION, WHICH WILL 
LIVE AFTER ME,FAR ABOVE 
MERE LIFE WHICH IS 
FLEETING. SO,PLEAS£ 
ACCEPT MV OFFER AND . 
\ LET MV CHARGE 60 A 
V UNHARMED- 


A - 




wur 
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/?S SOON AS THE LION AGREED, THE 
SPELL ms BROKEN AND DILIP/) COULD 




...HE FELL BEFORE THE 
LION EXPECTING DEATH 
FROM ITS PAWS • 


INSTEAD, A SWEET VOICE 
I SOON PEP IN HIS EARS . 





AS DILI PA SLOWLY ROSE, HE WAS ASTONISHED 
TO SEE NANDINI WHERE THE LION SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN • 


^n(YC 




VO NOT BE 

A/MAZEP,0 VALIANT KING. 

I CREATEP THIS ILLUSION TO 
TEST YOU. VASISHTHA’S 
SPIRITUAL POWER GUARDS 
ME SO WELL THAT VAMA ’ 
HIMSELF CANNOT 
TOUCH ME. ^ 


* THE OOP OF PERTH . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 






THEN LET US 
NAME HIM RAGHU, 
THE SWIFT-MOVING 
s ONE. y 


f7, 


THEM, IN PUL TIME, 5UDAK5HINA BORE DILIP ft A 50/1. 


r OUR SON SHALL BE 
AN INPRA ON EARTH. 
HIS CHARIOT SHALL 
RANGE OVER HER 
k REMOTEST A 
BOUNDARIES. J 
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SOO/V,»// mS OLD ENOUGH TO 
BEGIN HI5 EDUCATION . 



DILI PA H/M5EL F IN5TRUCTED 
RAGHU IN THE ART OF WAR. 



RAGHU GREW UP TO BECOME 
A GENE R0U5, NOBL E PRINCE • 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ftb RAGHU AND HIS COM RAPES FOLLOWED TELE HORSE, THEY PEFEATEP AND 
SUBDUED MANY KINGS • 

i YOU HAVE pefeatep 

ME NOW BUT I SHALL 

HAVE MY REVENGE• 


'V 




1 K£r 



SO, MAKING HIMSELF 
INVISIBLE, INDRA DROVE 
OFF THE HORSE . 


MEANWHILE, INDRA, KING OF 
THE DEV AS, WAS PERTURBED 


IP PILIPA PERFORMS THE V 
A5HWAMEPHA,! WILL NO 
LONGER HAVE SOLE CLAIM 
OVER THE TITLE-LORO OF 

HiiNPREP 

i lUr SACRIFICES** 


THE HOR5EI 
IT’S BEING 
5TOLEN. j 


INDRA, HOWEVER, HAP 
NOT RECKONED WITH 
NANP/Nl’S AFFECTION FOR 
RAGHU. AS THE PRINCE 
\ANP HIS FRIENDS STOOP 

\PERPLEKEP, SHE BLESSED 
HIM WITH SUPERNATURAL 
VISION. -- 


AH f I HAVE RECEIVED THE 
GRACE TO SEE THINGS 
NOT VISIBLE TO THE 
, HUMAN EVE. 
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AND HE SAW THAT THE THIEF WAS 
INDRA, KING OF THE DEVAS • 

LET THE HORSE GO, 

0 GREAT ONE. 

YOU SHOULD SMITE OUR 
FOES-NOT STEAL THE 
HORSE.YOU KNOW YOU 
WILL ENJOV A /MAJOR 
ARE OF THE 
SACRIFICE .THEN 
WHV VO YOU 
HINPER US? 




INDRA WAS AMAZED BY RAGHU*S BOLD WORDS . 
HE STOPPED HIS CHARIOT . .- 


NOBLE PRINCE, YOU 
SPEAK WELL.BUT 67 
PERFORMING THE 
ASHWAMEVHA YOUR 
FATHER PLANS TO 
ROB ME OF MY 
TITLE. I MEAN TO 
KEEP IT. 



TOOK AIM 


IN REPLY RAGHU RAISED HIS BOW AND 


THE ARROW FOUND ITS MARK . 



1Y^ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




H£ PLACED A DEADLY ARROW ON 
HIS BOW AND TOOK M1. 


BUT RAGHU WAS TOO QUICK FOR HIM. 



AND BEFORE INPRA COULD RECOVER FROM 
THE SHOCK,RAGHU SHOT DOWN HIS FLAG- 



HU, THIRD ARROW CUT INPRA'S BOWSTRING 



ENRAGED, INPRA FLUNG HIS BOW 
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...SEIZING MI6 LETHAL 
WEAPON, VAJR.A ... 



• -. HURL IP IT AT RAGHU. 



ALAS1 OUR \t HOW M/ILL 
PRINCE MAS i WE FACE 
. FALLEN f /V THE KIN6? 



BUT LO! THE NEXT 
MOMENT RAGHU WAS 
ON HIS FEET AGAIN - 
INPRA WAS AMAZED. 


YOU HAVE WITH- 
STOOD Mi WEAPON, 
WHICH EVEN MOUN- [, 
TAINS CANNOT FACE. 0 
I’LL GIVE VOU WHAT- ) 

I EVER VOU ASK FOR, L 
K EXCEPT THE HORSE./" 



SO SHALL 
IT BE. , 


THEN LET Mi FATHER BE GIVEN THE FULL 
/MERITS OF ALL HIS SACRIFICES, 

EVEN THOUGH HE MAi NOT COMPLETE 
THE HUNDREDTH. AND —LET My FATHER 

KNOW THIS BEFORE, 

REACH AiOVHHA. 


v. 


CHARIOT 

® SOARED HEAVENWARDS. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


INDRfi KEPT HIS PROMISE.fi PROUD PMPfi 
STOOD WAITING TO WELCOME WE HERO , fib 


HE ENTERED AYODHYA IN TRIUMPH. 



DEAR 50N, INDRA’5 MESSENGER 
SPOKE OF VOUR VALOUR TOO 
BUT VOUR SCARRED HANDS ) 
ARE MORE ELOQUENT. J/ 
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MEANWHILE, THE VASSAL KINGS, WHOM 
RfiOHU HAD SUBDUED) NOW ROSE IN REVOLT. 


IF YOUR KING WANTS 
HIS TRIBUTE ,LET HIM 
COME AND GET IT. , 



RfiOHU MADE A DECISION. 


WE SHALL 
LEAVE ON A CAM¬ 
PAIGN OF UNIVERSAL 
CONQUEST. WE WILL 
NOT RETURN TILL 

^ WE HAVE CON¬ 
QUERED THE 
\ EARTH. 

ft* "7 


r *n 



HE SET OUT ON THE 
CAMPAIGN AT THE HEAD 
OF A HUGE ARMY. 
















































































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




ft HERALD ANNOUNCED HI5 ARRIVAL 
IN THE CITY. 

... AND INSTEAD OF 
THEIR CROWNS THE 
DUST OF HIS CHARIOT 
COVERS THEIR HUMBLED 
HEADS-OUR KINO 
RETURNS WITH 
UNTOLD 
WEALTH 



/ ENOUGH WEALTH N 
5H0ULP FIRST BE GIVEN 
TO ALL THOSE KINGS^ 
WHOM I HAVE CON-M 
QUERED. THE REST ■ 
SHOULD BE PISTRIBUT^ 
. EP AMONG MV / 

:V SUBJECTS. S fr 


MS POWER ESTABLISHEP, RAGHU NOW 
PECIPED TO GIVE AWAY ALL HIS WEALTH 
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AS THE LAST LOT OF TREASURES WAS OWEN 
AWAY, A YOUNG SAGE STOOP BEFORE RAGHU- 




ALL IS WELL WITH US, \| 
0 KING. I HAP COME FOR « 
THE FEE WHICH I HAVE TO I 
PAV TO MV TEACHER.BUT I 
SEE THAT I HAVE COME /I 
TOO LATE. I 
HAVE TO GO 
AND TRV 
ELSEWHERE. 



AS THE SAGE TURNEP TO GO 


r WAIT, ^ 
0 VIRTUOUS ONE. 

I CANNOT LET VOU 
DO THAT. WHAT IS 
VOUR GURU’S , 
V DEMAND? y 



* THE GOP OF WEALTH- 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



VOU SHALL HAVE. 
THE AMOUNT VOU 
NFEP • BE MV 6UEST 
FOR A FEW PAV£>, 
WHILE I SECURE IT. 



■■Bii 


THAT NIGHT RAGHU GOT HIS CHARIOT 
AND WEAPONS READY. r 



WHEN KUBERA PIVINEP HIS INTENTIONS, 
HOWEVER — f 

I AM NO MATCH 
FOR RAGHU. 

I HAP BETTER 
GIVE HIM THE 
WEALTH HE 
NEEDS, BEFORE 
ATTACKS. 



AND KUBERA RAINEP A SHOWER OF 
GOLP COINS INTO RAGHU ’.5 COFFERS, 



AT DAWN, AS 
RAGHU WAS 
ABOUT TO 
SET OUT — 



* HUBERA'S CAPITAL. 
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WHEN RAGHU TOLD THE SAGE ABOUT IT, HE 
WAS AMAZED. 


TO ALL GREAT KINGS 
EARTH GLAPLV VIELDS 
R WEALTH. HOW 
GREAT MUST HE BE 
WHEN HEAVEN ITSELFI 
SHOWERS HIM WITH 


O KING, MAY 
YOU BE BLE5SED 
WITH A SON AS 
GREAT AS yOU. 




AND SO THE PROMISED SON WAS BORN. 


/ HE SHALL BE CALLED 
AJA, THE UNBORN 
ONE—ARISEN FROM 
THE SUPREME SOUL 



AUA GREW UP TO BE AS VIRTUOUS AND VALIANT A SON AS 
RAGHU WAS TO HIS PARENTS. I- TT - TT 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MEANWHILE, AT V/DARBHA , INDUMATI, THE 
SISTER OF KINO BHOJA , HAD COME OF AGE. 

INPUMATI MUST SOON 
BE MARRIEP. I SHALL HOLP 
A SWAYA/WARA FOR HER 
TO WHICH I SHALL INVITE 
MANY A NOBLE 
KING ANP CHIEF. 




THE INVITATION REACHED THE COURT 
OF RAGHU. HE SENT FOR AtJA. 


' INPUMATI WOULD 
MAKE A PEERLESS 
BRIPE.GO TO 
VIPARBHA ANP WIN 

k HER,MV SON. a 











SO AJA SET OUT WITH A VAST 



TOWARDS THE END OF THEIR 
JOURNEY, AS THEY SET UP 
CAMP ON THE BANKS OF THE 
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...AN ANGRY ROGUE ELEPHANT 
AT TACKED THEM- |--- 




THE MOMENT THE SPEAR PIERCED 


THE ANIMAL ••• [ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




THE NEXT MORNING , fid/) AND HIS 
RETINUE RESUMED THEIR JOURNEY. 


THE MEETING WITH \ - 
THE GANPHARVA TELLS Y 
THAT I HAVE BEEN / 
FAVOUREP-PERHAPS / 



AT VIDAR&HA ,( 

&HOJA HIMSELF 
CAME OUT TO 
RECEIVE Ad A . 


WELCOME,0 SON OF RAG HU 
V OU MAV REST TONIGHT AT 
THE SPECIAL PALACE I HAVE 
BUILT FOR VOU.Aiy MEN 
WILL GUIPE YOU TO VOUR 
THRONE AT THE SWAYAM- 
VARA HALL TOMORROW 


THE NEAT MORNING, AS AdA 
ENTERED THE HALL 




. y 
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I THE SON OF i / WHAT HOPE (70 WE 
' RAGHU ! '( HAVE NOW OF WIN- 

] rV-F-^Nme THE FAIR 

11 / OH, THAT N &RIPE f ' 

•l ( HE WERE | ~ 

!i v not here ! / 


\ 


ANCESTORS OF RAMA 



TH£ m WAS TENSE AS THE MIGHTY KING5 AWAITED HER ENTRY 
THE HOPE THAT HE WOULD BE THE CHOSEN LORD. 


—EACH W/TH 



SOON, THE PALANQUIN BEARING 
INDUMATI WAS BROUGHT IN. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



INPUMATI PASSED EACH HOPEFUL 



THE DEVOUT KING OF 
AVANTI, WHO IN LOOKS 
ANP VALOUR RIVALS / 
sTHE VERV PEVAS.,4 



AT LAST, SHE STOOP BEFORE AJA 


AJA, THE CROWN PRINCE 
OF AYODHYA,MIGHTY 
l. RAGHU’5 50N. 



T 


INPUMATI Ft PRPCi HEARD 
HER. WITH HER GAZE STILL 

LOCKED IN HIS,SHE PLACED 
THE GARLAND AROUND pr> 
AJA’S NECK. THERE WHS I v- 
A ROHR OF APPROVAL ' ** 

FROM THE ASSEMBL V. 


T " J f 


> I 




6ANGA HAS 
BECOME ONE 
•j i-'r iff?) ( WITH HER FIT 

«!■>; £?3mp- . ■ ■ i■■■ 




,Q MATE, THE 
OCEAN- 

’IV I 
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WHILE THE RIVAL SUITORS LOOKED WITH HOSTILITY AT THE PAIR, 
KING BHOJA LED INPUMATI AND AJA THROUGH THE FESTIVE C77Y- 




"'f RAGHU ONCE MERCI- V 
I LESSLY HUMBLED US ' 
l AND NOW HIS SOU 1 
\ WALKS OFF WITH 

K 


OUR PRIZE. / 


/ 


I _ 


^-l 

' WE MUST \ 
i AVENGE THE 
INSULT. - 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



sudde.nl y 


' AN ARROW I - 

rr’5 AN A/M bush! 

THE PISAPPOINTED 
v SUITORS! / 



HE TURNED TO AN OLD AND EKPERIENCEL 
COURTIER. 
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THEN, WEARS OF BLOODSHED 
AND SLAUGHTER, ADA MADE A 
DECISION. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




AND THEY RESUMED THEIR JOURNEY TO 

A ?! 

ffiOPHYA • ( _ / ■" 

r-r> — 1 / THE MIGHTY KING. MY \ 

1 


— - 


A 


FATHER WILL REJOICE 
WHEN HE HEAR5 OF OUR 
VICTORY OVER HI 5 MOST 
POWERFUL VA&5AL6• 


* 


* 


r 


/ • 


!r 


n 


7 


/ 


TV 




> 



MWfA/ THEY REACHED fHODHYA 


J NEWS Of VOUR VALOUR HAS 
TRAVELLED HOME BEFORE YOU. 
COME,My CHILDREN, THE ROYAL 
HOUSEHOLD WAITS TO S. 
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AND RA6HU TOOK TO A LIFE OF 
AUSTERITY AND MEDITATION. 
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